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crops will be grown, except for domestic consumption,
but there will be some rotation of the crops which are
easy to transport. At all distances from the market
soils particularly suited to one product will grow a larger
proportion of it than would be expected at such a
distance from the market.
The combined effect of diversification and of the
attraction of the market is best shown by comparing
typical crop rotations in areas near to or distant from
the main markets. An arable farm near a large market
will often manage a rotation which includes potatoes
once every three or four years, alternating with wheat
and with seeds hay to feed milking cows; the remainder
of the cattle food will be bought from other areas. A
farm distant from the market will not grow potatoes
at all except for its own consumption, but will have
two corn crops in a five- or six-year rotation, and grow
in the remaining years roots and grass to feed to the
livestock.
The effect of all these factors is shown in the sources
from which the large British industrial cities drew their
food supplies before the imposition of restrictions on
imports.
THE PERCENTAGE OF GREAT BRITAIN'S FOOD SUPPLIES
WHICH WERE HOME GROWN, I924-281
Per cent.
Liquid milk.......100
Potatoes.....                .        .     90
Pigmeat other than bacon.....82
* Since this date special assistance to agriculture and the
limitation, of imports has increased the percentage for a number
of products, notably sugar, wheat, bacon and condensed milk.
For the latest year for which figures are available the percentage
home-produced was: for condensed milk 31, for wheat flour 20, for
bacoa 24 and for sugar 12.